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SUBJECT: ICTFU VIEWS ON PORTUGUES LABOR SITUATION 

1. ICTFU SECGEN OTTO KERSTEN GAVE EMBOFF FOLLOWING VIEW ON 
RECENT LABOR DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL AUGUST 21. HE SAID 
PORTUGUESE LABOR CENTER (INTERSINDICAL) HAD SENT TELEGRAM 
TO ICTFU REQUESTING SOLIDARITY SUPPORT FOLLOWING RECENT EVENTS 
IN THAT COUNTRY. KERSTEN SAID IN HIS REPLY WHICH WAS RELEASED 
TO PRESS AUGUST 20 HE CONDEMNED VIOLENCE IN ANY FORM. BUT 
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FORCES ARE SEEKING TO PROFIT FROM JUSTIFIED INDIGNATION OF 
PORTUGUESE PEOPLE AT LACK OF RESECT OF POPULAR WILL, EXPRESSED 
AT TIME OF ELECTIONS OF 25 APRIL, AS WELL AS AT LACK OF 
RESPECT FOR ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY IN VARIOUS 
FIELDS, INCLUDING THAT OF TRADE UNIONS." KERSTEN ALSO CALLED 
ON INTERSINDICAL "TO PUT AN END TO SITUATION OF ABUSE AND 
COERCION IN ORDER THAT PORTUGAL MAY REGAIN PEACE AND PATH 
TO SOCIAL PROGRESS." 

2. KERSTEN SAID THIS RELEASE WAS GIVEN TO ITALIAN AND GERMAN 
RADIO, HOWEVER, HE NOT CERTAIN IT PUBLICIZED INSIDE PORTUGAL 
SINCE ICTFU REP THERE IS CURRENTLY "ON VACATION." KERSTEN 
SAID HIS OFFICE HAS ATTEMPTED CONTACT SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER 
MARIO SOARES BY PHONE, BUT SO FAR WITHOUT SUCCESS. 

3. KERSTEN TOOK CREDIT FOR ASSISTING NON-INTERSINDICAL 
SLATE OF CHEMICAL WORKERS IN RECENT ELECTON VICTORY. HE 
UNDERSTANDS INTERSINDICAL HAS PROTESTED OUTCOME OF THIS 
ELECTION, BUT AS OF AUGUST 20 WINNING SLATE HAD OCCUPPIED 
UNION HEADQUARTERS. 

4. KERSTEN SAID ICTFU IS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT PORTUGUESE 
SITUATION AND WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW IT CLOSELY AND ISSUE 
STATEMENTS WHEN IT FEELS DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES ARE BEING 
VIOLATED. KERSTEN INDICATED ICFTU IS SENDING FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO SOCIALIST-BACKED TRADE UNIONS OUTSIDE INTER- 
SINDICAL BUT GAVE NO DETAILS.RENNER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, LABOR, POLITICAL SITUATION, LABOR UNION OFFICIALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: WorrelSW 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BRUSSE07472 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750290-0253 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750828/aaaaayle.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SIL 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: WorrelSW 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 APR 2003 by Izenbel0>; APPROVED <09 OCT 2003 by WorrelSW> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICTFU VIEWS ON PORTUGUES LABOR SITUATION 
TAGS: ELAB, ICTFU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



